
APPENDICES TO PART 1 

A.  ORGANIZATIONAL CHARTS (ERR, RSHA)   
Chart (I) Einsatzstab Reichsleiter Rosenberg - Organizational Chart 

 

 
 

Hohe Schule (Advanced School)

Einsatzstab Reichsleiter Rosenberg  - Taskforce Reichsleiter 
Rosenberg (ERR)

Einsatzstab Reichsleiter Rosenberg für die 
besetzten Westgebiete und die Niederlande 1

Taskforce Reichsleiter Rosenberg for the 
Occupied Western Territories and the 

Netherlands, June/July 1940

Headquarters: Berlin, 1943 Ratibor (now 
Polish Racibórz

Hauptarbeitsgruppe 
(HAG) Frankreich 2

Main Working 
Group France

Repositories: Ratibor 
(now Polish 

Racibórz); art 
collections mainly 

from Paris also 
ended in Buxheim 

(Germany)  

Sonderstäbe 
Special 
Units*

Arbeitsgruppen 
(AG)

Working 
Groups

Hauptarbeitsgruppe 
(HAG) Belgien und 

Nordfrankreich

Main Working Group 
Belgium and Northern 

France

Repository: Ratibor 
(now Polish Racibórz)

Sonderstäbe 
Special Units 

*

Arbeitsguppen 
(AG) 

Working groups 

Hauptarbeitsgruppe 
(HAG) Niederlande 

Main Working 
Group Netherlands

Repository: Ratibor 
(now Polish 
Racibórz)

Sonderstäbe 

Special Units 
*

Arbeitsguppen 
(AG)

Working groups 

Hauptarbeitsgruppe 
(HAG) Ostland 3

Main working Group 
Baltics

Repositories: Ratibor 
(now Polish 

Racibórz); archives 
from Baltics ended 

near Goslar 
(Germany)

Sonderstäbe 
Special Units 

**

Arbeitsgruppen 
(AG) 

Working Groups 

Hauptarbeitsgruppe 
(HAG) Ukraine

Main Working 
Group Ukraine

Repositories: 
Ratibor (now Polish 
Racibórz); for art 
from northwest 
Russia, Belarus, 
Ukraine: castle 

Colmberg 
(Germany); for art 

and archeology 
from Ukraine and 
Crimea: Hochstädt 

(Germany)

Sonderstäbe

Special Units 
**

Arbeitsgruppen 
(AG) 

Working Groups 

Hauptarbeitsgruppe 
(HAG) Mitte  

Main Working 
Group Belarus and 

western Russia

Repositories: 
Ratibor (now Polish 

Racibórz), castle 
Colmberg, and 

Hochstädt 
(Germany), 
Schönheim 

(Germany) for books 
from Belarus

Sonderstäbe
Special Units 

**

Arbeitsgruppen (AG) 

Working Groups 

Hauptarbeitsgruppe 
(HAG) Südost 

Main Working Group 
Sotheast

Yugoslavia, 1942

Repository:  Ratibor 
(now Polish 
Racibórz)

Hauptarbeitsgruppe 
(HAG) Griechenland

Main Working Group 
Greece, 1942 

Hauptarbeitsgruppe 
(HAG) Italien

Main Working 
Group Italy, 1943

Sonderko
mmando 
Italien 

(Special 
Command 

Italy)

1944

Sonderstab Musik  
(Music Special Unit) 

Repositories: 
Langenau (postwar 
Czernica, Poland); 

Abbey of 
Raitenhaslach 

(Germany)

Sonderstab 
Bildende Kunst 5

(Arts Special Unit)

Repository: Kogl 
(Austria)

Zentralbibliothek 
der Hohen Schule 

(ZBHS)

Central Library of 
the Advanced School

Established Berlin 
1939

Repository: 
Tanzenberg, 

(Austria)

Sonderstab 
Bibliothek 
der Hohen 

Schule 

Special Unit 
Library of the 
Hohe Schule

Dispatched to 
France, 

Netherlands, 
Belgium

Institut zur 
Erforschung der 
Judenfrage - IEJ

Institute for the 
Study of the 

Jewish Question, 

Established 
Frankfurt 1940, 
1943 moved to 

Hungen 
(Germany)

Loot was taken 
over by American 

Army in 19454

Sonderkommando 
Griechenland 

Special Unit 
Greece,1941 
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* Special units for visual arts, music, prehistory, libraries, theater, folklore, science, genealogy, etc. 
** Special units for library, archives, research, prehistory, etc. 
1 In 1941, alongside operation Barbarossa and the invasion of the Soviet lands, the ERR dropped the “western” designation and used the 
name “for the Occupied Territories” (für die besetzten Gebiete). 
2 From 1943 onwards, the ERR was also operational in Marseille and Nice where it established special commandos (Sonderkommando). 
3 Since 1941, Rosenberg was also the head of the Reichsministerium für die besetzten Ostgebiete (or RMbO) which oversaw the Reich 
Commissariat Ostland (Reichskommissariat Ostland, RKO) and the Reich Commissariat Ukraine (Reichskommissariat Ukraine, RKU). The 
ERR worked along these geographic lines, following the civil administration of the RMbO. 
4 The ERR looting sprees, first in the west (France, Belgium and the Netherlands) and later in Eastern Europe, caused the Institute’s library 
to claim that it held the world’s largest specialized library on Judaica. By the end of the war, the library held about two million books. Some 
books fell victim to a bomb that hit the building, while the remainder was taken over by the Americans and later distributed by the Jewish 
Cultural Reconstruction (JCR). 
5 In France the ERR art-looting program was run by the Sonderstab Bildende Kunst.  
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Chart (II) Alfred Rosenberg – Political Career  

 

1933

Leiter des Aussenpolitischen Amt 

(APA; Leader of the Foreign Policy Office) 
- part of NSDAP

1933

Reichsleiter (Reich Leader)

1934

Der Beauftragte des Führers für die 
Überwachung der gesamten und 

weltanschaulichen Schulung und Erziehung 
der NSDAP (DBFU)

(Commissioner of the Führer for the Supervision of the 
Entire Intellectual and Ideological Schooling and 
Training of the NSDAP; or office Rosenberg)

• The DBFU developed special offices for art and 
music, and by 1938 the Amt Wissenschaften 
(Science); by 1940 the DBFU oversaw the planning 
for the Hohe Schule.

1934

Reorganization of Rosenberg's office: 
Kanzlei Rosenberg (Chancellery Rosenberg)

The Kanzlei oversaw APA and DBFU.

1940, January

Decree for the establishment of the Hohe 
Schule with Rosenberg as its head

• The Kanzlei Rosenberg and Hohe Schule, although 
two separate entities, were intertwined. The Hohe 
Schule had numerous sub-offices: Institut für die 
Erforschung der Judenfrage (Frankfurt; March 1940), 
Institut für Indogermanische Geistesgeschichte 
(Munich) und für Reiligionswissenschaften (Halle), 
Institut für Biologie (Stuttgart), and Institut für 
Übersee und weltanschauliche Kolonialforschung. 

1940, June/July

Einsatzstab Reichsleiter Rosenberg  

(ERR; Taskforce Rosenberg) 

The ERR was part of the NSDAP and an offshoot of 
the DBFU;

1941, April

Beauftragter für die zentrale Bearbeitung 
der Fragen des Osteuropäischen Raums

(Appointee for the Central Handling of 
Questions Relating to Eastern Europe)

1941, July

Reichsministerium für die besetzten 
Ostgebiete

(Reich Ministry for the Occupied Eastern 
Territories) RMfdbO [or RMdO]

The Reich Ministry was the central office for the Reich 
Commissariat Ostland (Reichskommissariat Ostland) as 

well as the Reich Commissariat Ukraine 
(Reichskommissariat Ukraine).
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Chart (III) Reichsministerium für die besetzten Ostgebiete & Looting 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  

Reichsministerium für die besetzten 
Ostgebiete [or: Ostministerium, 

RMfdbO or RMO]

since July 1941

Möbel Aktion 1

M-Aktion or Furniture Action

Based in France, Belgium, Netherlands

In early 1942, the M-Aktion was originally an offshoot of the ERR in order to strip furnishings from the homes of Jews who had 
fled or were deported in France, Belgium and the Netherlands. By April 1942, however, the M-Aktion was bureaucratically 

operating under the RMfdBO. The first choice of art objects were transferred by the M-Aktion to the ERR. The majority of books 
seized by the M-Aktion were processed through ERR library collecting centers. By the end of 1944, Rosenberg shifted the Amt 

Westen, along with the M-Aktion, back under the control of the ERR.

Repositories: Kogl and Seisenegg (Austria); loot from Paris sent to Ratibor (now Polish Racibórz)

Dienststelle Westen or Amt Westen 

(Western Office)

since 1942
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Chart (I) – Reichssicherheitshauptamt (RSHA): Organizational Relationships 

 
 
Chart (II) – Reichssicherheitshauptamt (RSHA): Organizational Structure 

 

Reichssicherheitshauptamt (RSHA)

Reich Main Security Office

1939 -1942 Reinhard Heydrich

1943 - 1945 Ernst Kaltenbrunner

Sicherheitsdienst des Reichsführers SS 
(SD)

German Security Service

Established 1931 by Heinrich Himmler

Gestapo - Geheime Staatspolizei

Secret State Police

Established 1933 by Hermann Göring

Gestapo became known as RSHA Amt 
IV (Gegnerforschung- und bekämpfung)
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well as territories 
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Reich: Austria, 
Czechoslovakia, 
Poland;
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Books, 1943: (1) from Berlin to Niemes, now Czech Mimoň 
[Sudetenland]; (2) Hebrew books were sorted in the Terezin 
concentration camp; (3) RSHA Masonic library material sent to 
castle Schlesiersee (now Polish Sława); additional book collection 
sites in Hauska (Czech Houska) and Schloss Neufalkenburg (now 
Czech Nový Falkenburk); Amt VII library storage in Schloss Neu-
Puerstein (now Czech Nový Berstejn); books that remained in 
Berlin were confiscated by Soviet Trophy Brigades but some 77,603 
were collected at the Offenbach Archival Depot (OAD).

Archives, 1943: Jewish and Masonic material was sent to Schloss 
Fürstenstein (now Polish Ksiąź) in Silesia; in April/May 1944 
transferred onwards to castle Wölfelsdorf (now Polish Wilkanów); 
included loot by RSHA predecessors Gestapo and SD.


